Freeware: Internet Explorer, Firefox, Opera 

"Five years is a long time when it comes to technology. It's a school book example of what a monopoly can do,” Jon S. von Tetzchner, founder and CEO of Norwegian company Opera, told CNN in reference to Microsoft’s Internet Explorer stronghold on the web browser market. Tetzchner believes that IE has not significantly improved in the five years, therefore, retarding development of the Web. However, this all might soon change as new freeware browsers like Mozilla Firefox and Opera are gaining popularity.  
The latest statistic from Web analytics firm OneStat.com says that Firefox has now managed to garner a 10 percent plus market share in its one year of operation. California based Mozilla foundation estimates that the browser has been installed on over 30 million computer in Europe and over 100 million worldwide. One of the attractive features of Firefox is that it is open source software. This allows anyone to examine and improve the code, thereby improving security and functionality of the program. 

The mission of Mozilla foundation, a not-for-profit organization, is to “[promote] choice and innovation on the Internet”. Mozilla Europe founder and president Tristan Nitot believes that IE is outdated and is in need of a complete rebuilding. Firefox is benefiting the user by providing a great alternative to IE and forcing engineers in Microsoft to improve their technology.     
Opera has the same goal—creating a choice for customers. Tetzchner believes that "people are fed up with IE. It's looking outdated. If everyone has the same browser, then everyone has the same holes, which makes it less secure." Opera has been around for over ten years surviving Netscape Browser and Internet Explorer. It has had 30 to 50 percent growth every year reaching total of 10 to 15 million users this years. 
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