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This new interesting technology will apply the concepts of a decentralized peer-to-peer network to offer content that is hosted in centralized servers. This new technology will allow users share and download content through the web. Although the model seems similar to the one that got companies like Napster in serious legal problems this new hybrid model (centralized content / peer to peer sharing) seems to a new innovative idea that will be completely legal. 
Consumer will only be able to get the content when they go through a particular partner or company. This new company named Gnab, describe themselves more than a service company rather than a content provider company. 
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File-sharing platform to launch 

The Associated Press

FRANKFURT, Germany — Bertelsmann AG said Friday it will launch a new service that uses the technology made popular by file-swapping businesses for legal downloads of music and movies.

The service, dubbed GNAB, or "bang" in reverse, is set to be used in Germany by the end of this year, with an eventual rollout to other countries through 2006 and beyond, the company said.

Unlike Bertelsmann's previous foray with the original Napster — which led to a bevy of lawsuits over violations of copyright law — GNAB uses a decentralized peer-to-peer network to offer downloads whose original content is hosted on centralized servers. 

"Most of it is ready," said Gernot Wolf, a spokesman for Arvato AG, the media services unit of Guentersloh-based Bertelsmann.

Unlike other file-sharing programs, Arvato said, GNAB will be licensed to partners who can use it to sell their own downloads, meaning consumers only will get to use it if they go through a particular partner or company. 

"We are a service provider and we present the idea and technique of GNAB to others," Wolf said. 
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