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News Analysis 4: Microsoft new standard window version “Window Life” as service

Gates: We're entering 'live era' of software
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Microsoft has announced that it will roll out online version of its windows OS, in addition to other applications, kicking off what the company is calling the ‘live era’ of software. Although it seems that the vast majority are reincarnations of products that company had either released or tested under MSN or hotmail, the reincarnations make the things more easily accessed by customers via Internet. Some of the new features also present improvement over the personalization features of Google and Yahoo’s services. Moreover, they plan to use software as service approach as business model for the new window product.

This new version of window life is the first version of online operating system as a service. The business strategy shift was made in recognition of the increasing demand for applications that can be used from any location, not just from a user’s specific desktop or laptop. This product, served as service model, can attract small business or individual users and generate revenue through online subscriptions and advertising. It’s not just the reincarnations of the functionalities; Microsoft builds a new standard of the online window operating system and application as service. Promoting this product’s new window OS features with other online personalization features will be a good step for Microsoft to compete with Google and Yahoo.

