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News Analysis 2: Google and Sun’s cooperation

Sun Micro, Google Set Up Base Camp 
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On October 4, Google Inc. announces that it will promote Sun Microsystems Inc.’s word processing and office software products in an alliance. As part of the agreement, Sun will offer Google’s search toolbar with downloads of its free Java software, which can run a variety of Web-based applications and work with multiple operating systems. 

This alliance would be a benefit for Sun because it could lead to a new pipeline for Sun software to millions of computers. The two companies will cooperate to promote Sun technologies, including OpenOffice. OpenOffice is a leading challenger to Microsoft Office suite. Both offer a word processor and spreadsheet among other office applications. OpenOffice is already an alternative to Microsoft Office suite. If Google gets involved in promoting it, it will potentially put OpenOffice over the top. On the other hand, OpenOffice could provide a way for Google to expand its sales, which are driven almost exclusively by online advertising. This creates a potentially new revenue opportunity for Google. 

